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of New Hampshire 780 North Commercial Street, Manchester, NH 03101

Public Service Company of New Hampshire
P.O. Box 330
Manchester, NH 03105-0330
(603) 669-4000
www.psnh.com

October 14, 2008

Debra A. Rowland
Executive Director and Secretary
New Hampshire Public Utilities Commission
21 South Fruit Street, Suite 10
Concord, NH 03301-2429

Re: Docket DE 08-112 Petition for License to Construct and
Maintain Electric Lines and a Fiber Optic Communication
Cable Over and Across the Public Waters of the South Branch
of the Ashuelot River in Troy and Swanzey, the Ashuelot River
in Swanzey and Keene, and Public Land in Keene and Troy,
New Hampshire

Dear Secretary Rowland:

As directed by the Commission’s Order Nisi, Public Service Company of New
Hampshire has caused to be published a legal notice relative to the above-captioned
docket. The legal notice appeared in The Union Leader on October 4, 2008.

As also directed by the Commission Order Nisi, PSNH has mailed a copy of
the Order Nisi by ffrst class U.S. Mail, on October 3, 2008, to the Troy, Swanzey, and
Keene City and Town Clerks, New Hampshire Attorney General, Department of
Environmental Services, NH Department of Transportation, US Department of
Commerce, and on October 6, 2008 to the owners of the lands bordering the public
waters or public lands at the location of the subject crossings.

Enclosed is the required affidavit of publication with a copy of the legal notice
attached, and an affidavit of mailing.

Very truly yours,

Christoper J. Aliwarden
Senior Counsel
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AFFIDAVIT

I hereby certify that a copy of the foregoing Order Nisi No. 24,904, Docket

No. DE 08-112, was mailed by First Class, U.S. Mail, on October 3, 2008, to the

Clerk’s Office of the City of Keene; the Clerk’s Office of the Town of Troy &

Swanzey; The New Hampshire Attorney General; the NH Department of

Transportation; Department of Environmental Services; the Office of Secretary,

US Department of Commerce, and on October 6, 2008 to the owners of the land

bordering the public waters or public lands at the location of the subject crossing s

as follows: see attached list.

State of New Hampshire,
Hillsborough, SS (Dated) October 14, 2008

Subscribed and sworn to by the said Christopher J. Aliwarden.

Before me,

~
Notary Pubf~

My Commission Expires August31, 2o1 0



LIST OF ABUTTERS TO WATER CROSSING
SOUTH BRANCH OF THE ASHUELOT RIVER

IN TROY AND SWANZEY
THE ASHUELOT RIVER IN SWANZEY AND KEENE,

AND PUBLIC LAND IN KEENE AND TROY, NEW HAMPSHIRE

Sandra & Howard Anderson
420 W. Belmont, Unit 6B
Chicago, IL 60657

Lane Construction Corporation
90 Fieldstone Court
Cheshire, CT 06410

George F. & Virginia 0. Chandler
536 Old Homestead Highway
Swanzey, NH 03446

City of Keene
2 Washington Street
Keene,NH 03431

James Crosier
47 Causeway Road
Swanzey, NH 03446

University System ofNew Hampshire
Keene State College
do Jay Kahn
229 Main Street
Keene, NH 03431

State of New Hampshire
Department of Transportation
P0 Box 483
Concord, NH 03302



I hereby certify that the foregoing notice was published in The Union

Leader and/or New Hampshire Sunday News, newspapers printed at

Manchester, N.H., by the Union Leader Corporation on the following

dates, Viz~

(Signed) ~2k%Lt1(J4~~>)Y~.LLIttt
UNION LEADER CORPORATION

State of New Hampshire,

(Dated) ~ ./L~cY

sworn to by the said. .~7~?h1///LS. . .6J!bLr~
AMcG~m~

4~efor~2

SS.

Exp O41~1



• — * a

According to PSNH, Installation methodsLegal Notice the stringing of ~ ADSS cable
will avoid any Impacts to wetlands In the

DR 08-112 areas of the crossing and therefore no wet-
PUBlIC SERVICE COMPANY OP land permits will be required from the New

• NEW RAI~PSHIRE Hampshire Department of Environmental
Petition for Licenáe to Construct and ~es (N~{DE5)

Maintain ElectrlcLines aDd a Fiber Optic In Its petition, PSNH states that, with the
Communications Cable Over and Across exception of one crossing of (!~ Ashuelot
the Public Waters of the South Branch River InKeene, PSNH owns permanent ease-
of the Ashuelot River in Tray and Swan- meats notdess than a minImum of 150 feet
say, the Ashuelot River in Swanzey and widéfor Its lines and facilities on both sides
Keene, and Public Land in Keene aDd of the public water bodies and state lands at
Tray, New Hampshire all of the crossinglocations. Wlthrespect-to

Order NW GrantingUcense the crosslng.in Keene, PSNH owns an ease-
• OREER’NO. 24~904 meat 65 feet-In width.

October 1, 2008 PSNH séld the Installation will not re
On September 12, 2008, Public Service quire replacement or alteration of existing

Company of New Hampshire (PSNH) filed pole structures and, therefore, the exist-
o petition pursuant to NSA 371:1-7 for a ing~ height of the structures will remain
license to construct and maintain electric unchanged PSNH contacted the Federa1~
lines and ~ “All Dielectric Self Supported” Aviation Mmlnistration (FM~) to assure
fiber optic comthunications cable (ADSS ca- compllahce with federal regulatior~s~ i’egard
ble)ovër and across the public waters of the Ing elevations and aircraft fllght,patha due
SoUtliBranchoftheAshuelotRiverjnm,y to the proximity of the facilities to the DII-
and Swanzey, the Ashuelot River in~ Swan- lant-Hopkins. Airport In, Keene. The FAA
zey and Keene, and across state~owned determined that’lt does not’requlre a notlc~
land In Keene and • . ~BSeptember 30, of proposed cons&uction.revlewbec~~ the,,
2008, PSNH filed responses to certain Staff Installation of the,ADSS ca~ile will be below

• Inquiries. the height of ex1tlng~structures. -

According to the Petition, PSNH pl’evl- RSA 371:1.7 requIres a utility to obtain
ously constructed and cunently maintains Commission approval before construct-’
a 115 kIlovolt (kV) electric transmission line tog poles, towers and associated wires and
designated as line T-198 between PSNH’s fixtures over, under or across any public
Monadnock Substation In Tiny and its Em-’ waters or across any land owned by the
erald Street Substation In Keene. The T- state. “Public waters,” ~ defined In ~
198 linecrosses water atthlrteen locations 371:1.7, means “all ponds of more than 10
consisting of seven crossings of the South acres, tidewater bodies, and such streams
Branch of the Aahuelot River In Thy and or portions thereof as the Commission may
Swanzey and six crossings of the Ashuelot’ prescribe.” -

River In Swanzey. The petition states that, Based on the Information presented by
with the exception of one existing crossing l~SNH, the review ant! recommendation of,
of the Ashueldt River In Sw~zey. the exist- the Commission’s consultant, and Staffs -

tog overhead crossings oftheT-198 at-these October 1, 2008 mernorafi’dum recom
locations and over stilte-owned property are mending o the petition, we find
not licensed by the Commission because i crossings are-necessary for P51111
PSNH overlooked the need4or a license or to meet the ‘reasonaEle requirements of re
because other crossing criteria applied at liable service to the public” as required by
the time of the original construction. lnlts NSA 371:1-7 and that they will not substan

‘September30, 2008 filing, P51111 statedthat- tially affect the public’s rights In the public
It originally Installed the T-198 facilities In waters or jublic lands In question ll!~ re
1962. ‘ quired for approval under NSA 371:20. We

ESNH said that the Installation of the approve the petition on a nisi basis-in order
ADSS cable is required to upgrade the tell- to provide any Interested party the opportu
ability and capacity of the communications nlty to submit comments on said petition or
system_na usedlin PSNIfs electric system op- to request a hearing.
[~l~rcI of the new Fltzwllliam Sãbstation, Based upon the foregoing, ft-lshereby
According to the petition, no new structures ORDEREDN1ffl~ thati~jectto the effec
are-required because PSNHplans . add the tive date below, P51111 is granted a license,
new•ADSS cable beneathithe exIsting 115kV pursuant to NSA 371:17 et seq., to con-
phase conductors of the T-198 circuit. struct, maintain and operate electric and -

PSNH states that the addition of the ADSS communications lines over and across the
cable and thel1censingof.fouj~eenpre~’u~s- public watèi~ and public lands described
ly unlicensed crossings will allow PSNH to In Its petition and depicted In Is figures,
meet the-reasonable requirements of service appendices, table, and exhibits submitted
to the public In the western region of New September 12,2008, and supplemented on
Hampshire. PSNHnotes that-the-new.ADSS September 30, 2008, and on file with this

a facilities may be temporary because PSNH Commission; and It-is
Is atudyIn~ rebufldlngdhe entire T-198 line FURTHER ORDERED, that P511K shall
[~!J part of an upgrade of electric service to conform to all requirements of the New
the western area of the state. - Hampshire Department of Tt’ansportation

In support of Its petition, PSNH supplied related to these approved crtssings ofpublic
geographic-maps, plan and profile drawings lands; and iris

• for all water crossings ( xhlblts 1, and 2 In FURTHER ORDERED, that all construc
Appendices A through K) and both cross- tion and future reconstruction to these
togs of public lands (&blblt 3 lreAppendl- approved crossings shall conform to the,
cesAand K), licenseInformationfor the one ‘requIrements of the National Electiic Safety
existing license (rable 1), and cnstruction Code and all other applicable safety stan
~11~lof the existing structure types used . dar’risin e~tence at that-time; and It-Is
In the existing crossings (FIgures 1, 2, 3,’ FURThER- ORDERED, that PSNH shall
and 4), ilofwhlthreincorporatedintluis maintain and operate these crossings In
order by reference, conformance with the National Electric

• According to PS , the ADSS cable will -Safety Code; and It-Ia ‘ -

cross public waters at thlr~een locations FTJRTfl~~ ORDERED, that PSNH shall’
consisting of seven crossings of the South flleacopyofthependIn~agreementwiththe
Branch of the Ashuelot River in Tiny and New Hampshire Department of Ttansporta
Swanzey and six crossings of the Ashuelot tion to cross state-owned property in Keene, -

River In Swanzay and Keene. In designing New Hampshire when finalized; and Itis -

the distance of the phase conductors and FURTHER ORDERED, that PSNH shall
ADSS cable to water surfaces, PSNH used notify the Commission should a renewal
the New Hampshire Geographically Refer- term not be approved by the State or If the
enced Analysis and .onnationSystem.(NH ‘State revokes the agreement-for crossing the
GRANTI,, which Incorporates Federal Emer- state-owned property In Keene; and It-is
gency Management, Agency (FEMA~) flood FURTHER ORDERED, t~at- PSNH shall

-- data, In its design at all ~. - - ~: locations.. de a copy of1thls order (1) to the clerks
to determjnerjver bank-overflow elevations, of the affect~i munIcipalities, (2) the At
PSNH stated that4t hired a water resources ‘torney General, (3) other owners of land
technolo~r consultant, ENSR Envir-onmen- parcels bordering on public waters at and
tat Consultants (ENSR), to verify that river linnuediately upstream and downstream
bank overflow elevations are representative of the location of each ceasing, ~ other
of normal flood conditions, as required by dwners of land parcels bordering filli public
the NESC in crossIng design (Appendix ‘4. lands Immediately adjacent to the location’
PSNH’statedthatENSRconfirmed that river of each crossing, (4) the New Hampshire
bank over-flow observations wereaconserva- Department ofTransportation, (5)’ffi~’Offlce
tive approxi ation-forthenrau~fl~j level of Se~etmy, U.S Department-ofCommerce
of the Ashuelot River and South Branch of and (6) the New Hampshire Department of
the Ashuelot River. - Environmental Services-by first class mail,

In support of the-state-owned land cross- no later thaniOctoher 6, 2008, and to be -

lngda Thy, PSNH filed a license agreement documented b~affldavit-fl1ed~th this office
I~tween PSNH and the New Hampshire De- on or before October14, 2008; andIt.is
pertinent ofTransportation (NHDEfl) which - FURI~R ORDERED, that PSNH -.

permits the T-198 crossing, including the cause a copy of thls’Oxtler NIsI to be pub- “
ADSS cable installation. According to PSNH, lished once In a statewide news .• . - of
the NUDOT prepared (~)i) license agreement general circulation or of circulation in those
which PSNH signed: and returned to the portions- of the state where operations axe
NHI)OT for execution. According-to -Its ~3ep- , conducted, such publication to be no later
tember 30, 2008 filIng, PSNH is not aWare than October 6,2008 andto~be documented
ci2any reason- that this agreement will not by affidavit-filed with this office-on or before
be-signed by NHDGT In the normal course. October14, 2008; and It-Is
P511 flledthe pending license agreement FUR1~R ORDERED, that all persons
with NHDOT and the existiurg easement interested In respondIng to this Order NIsI
with its petition (AppendlxM). be-notified that4hey may submit their corn-

With respect to-the state—owned land In meats or file a, written request for a hear-
Keene, PSNH sald,thst the NHDOT plevi- tog which states the reason and basis for a
ously granted PSNH a’croaslng easement hearifug no later than October 10, 2008 for
for the T-198line. According to the petition, tI~’~ommission’s consideration, and It-is -

NHDOT orally agreed that the’instaliation FURTHER ORDERED, that-any party in
oftheADSS cable ontheT~198facilitiesis terestedinrespont1ingtosuchco~~~~
permitted under the existing easement In request-for hearing shall do sono later than
Its September 30, 2008 letter, PSNH said It’ Octoberd4~ 200Wancl lt~ls —-i ‘ - • - -

- request&l wi!tten &~iflrmàtion of’ihe per- - - FURTHER ORDERED, that this Order
mission and PSNH’knows of.no- - - .n why Nisi shall be effective October 15, 2008,

- NHDOTwOu1dnot.provldewrittena)nflmns- ‘unless’PSNH falls to satisfy the publication’
tion of the oral approval , obligation or affidavit-requirements set-forth

PSNHstated that-the crosslngshave been - above or the Commission provides other-
designed, constructed, maintained and op- wise-in a supplemental order Issued prior to
crated to meet the applicable requirements the effective date. ‘

of NESC, As a point of clarIfication, PSNH By order of the Public Utilities Cornmis- -

stated that It prepared a geographical over- slon of New Hampshire this fast day flL?(~23~
lay which showed that the proposed project tober, 2008. -

is not in the Special Wind Region as de- - - Thomas B. Getz, Chairman
pictedin theNational Electrical!Safety Code - Graham J. Morrison, Commissioner
(NES€), American National:Standaxyis Insti- Clifton C. Below, Commiadc,ner

‘tute (ANSI) C2-2007 FIgure 250-2(e). - Attested by Lori A. Davis
- PSNH Investigated various weather and Assistant Secretary - - -

loading conditions to deterir~lne the mini- (tjL oct 4) -

mum clearance of the conductors and ADSS -

cable to the water surfaces, land surfaces, - hiw Nntirac I
railroad vrmertaofthe crosalnee ~n~l nth.r - -‘ - -


